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Abstract

This paper discusses how the relationship between Julian and his mother in Flannery O’Connor’s

“Everything That Rises Must Converge,” seemingly characterized by the conflict, works as a mirror to reflect the

spirituality of the American South and the writer’s religious thoughts, thereby the significance of the ending in which the

mirror breaks will be considered. First, we will see that the homogeneity can be found in the mother and son’s relationship

and its core may consist of the Old South and old manners. Then, we will examine what emerges by putting the personal

conflict between Julian and his mother in contrast with the passengers on the bus who are their mirror images. Finally, we

will make sure Julian is given a chance to pick up the pieces of the broken mirror to obtain an eye that makes it possible

to integrate their ideal of the Old South with the New South.
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