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A Study on Grammatical Trends in English News

Koichiro SASATANI*

(Accepted September 19, 2017)

Abstract At National Institute of Technology, Miyakonojo College (Miyakonojo Kosen), students are required to take English
Composition class and English Grammar class during the first two years, through which they learn basic English grammar and
grammatical expressions including English usage.  Inorder to make this process more efficient, the teaching staff need regularly to see
what grammatical items are practically used in daily lives and to prioritize those items to be appropriately presented to the students.  In
the precedent paper, | studied grammatical trends in newspaper articles on general topics such as political issues, cultural events, science
and technology. This paper describes what kinds of grammatical items and expressions are frequently used in English news. As a
conclusion, | was able to grasp some tendency with grammatical items, confirm new usage of some conventional words and understand
the basic construction pattern of some idioms. | hope this study would help the teaching staff organize more learner-friendly teaching
programs.
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The U.S. secretary of state has just confirmed that North
Korea tested an intercontinental ballistic missile.
Pyongyang fired the missile into the Sea of Japan on
Tuesday morning. State television also released photos
of the purported test. The North says the missile can
reach anywhere in the world. Defense officials in
Tokyo and Seoul believe the missile flew more than 900
kilometers. They say it traveled for nearly 40 minutes
and reached an altitude of more than 2,500 kilometers.
The latest launch comes ahead of the G20 summit this
week in Germany. Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe, U.S. President Donald Trump, and South Korean
President Moon Jae-in have agreed to meet on the
sidelines of the summit to discuss Pyongyang’s nuclear
and missile programs.
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We begin in South Korea with developments on the

from office. The Constitutional Court has upheld her
impeachment, and South Koreans will vote on a new
president within 60 days.  The ruling makes Park the
first democratically elected president in the country to be
dismissed in this way. Parliament’s impeachment
motion was part of the fallout of an influence-peddling
scandal involving Park and a longtime friend, Choi
Soon-sil.  South Korean prosecutors have already
indicted Choi on charges including abuse of power.
The acting chief justice said Park was involved in Choi’s
efforts to seek personal benefits, and she said Park did
not abide by the constitution. As president, Park was
immune from criminal prosecution relating to the
scandal. But it’s now likely she face an investigation.
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Donald Trump is once again under fire for blaming both
sides for last weekend’s violence in Virginia. One day
after condemning white supremacists, Trump made an
about-face, lashing out at a news conference. “You had
a group on one side that was bad and you had a group on
the other side that was also very violent, and nobody
wants to say that. But I’ll say it right now. You had a
group, you had a group on the other side that came
charging in without a permit, and they were very, very
violent.”  White supremacists and far-right groups
clashed with counter-protestors in Charlottesville on
Saturday, leaving one woman dead and more than 30
people injured.  Trump’s initial response blamed
violence on “many sides” when failing to denounce the
white supremacy movement. Two days later, he
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singled out the Ku Klux Klan and other extremists.
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Leaders from the Group of Seven countries reached
consensus on fighting protectionism, but could not find
it on climate change. That’s the message of a
communiqué at the end of a two-day summit in Italy.
In the statement, the leaders endorsed free trade, vowing
to fight protectionism. U.S. President Donald Trump
has pushed back against making similar statements in the
past. On climate change, all but Trump reaffirmed a
commitment to swiftly implement the 2015 Paris
Agreement. The statement says the U.S. is reviewing
its policies on the Paris deal and on climate change.
Trump tweeted he will make a decision in the coming
week. During the presidential campaign, he promised
to pull the U.S. out of the deal. German Chancellor
Angela Merkel described the discussion as very difficult.
She characterized the situation as “six against one.”
French President Emmanuel Macron said President
Trump is a pragmatist. He said he hopes Trump will
confirm his commitment to the agreement because it
would be in the best interests of the United States.
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The operator of the Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power
plant says a robotic survey in one of its damaged
reactors found suspected fuel debris on the floor of its
containment vessel.  The survey on Saturday examined
the bottom of the containment vessel of the No.3 reactor.
Images show black, rocklike lumps of fuel debris and
what appear to be pebbles and sand, accumulating at the
base. They also show failed work platforms and
damaged pipes. The deposits are estimated to be one to
two meters thick. Removal of highly radioactive fuel
debris is the biggest challenge in decommissioning the
damaged reactors. The government and TEPCO say
the decommissioning work will be completed in 40 years.
TEPCO plans to decide on debris removal methods this
summer and start removing the debris in four years.
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Shoppers in Tokyo at one of Japan’s major electronics
retailers will soon be able to pay for their goods using
Bitcoins. Executives at Bic Camera have decided that
two of its stores in the city will start accepting the virtual
currency from Friday. Very few Japanese retailers take
Bitcoins. The Bic Camera officials expect foreign
travelers will be among the first to use the currency,
which is more popular overseas than in Japan. They ‘re
expecting the number of local Bitcoin users to rise
eventually. The executives say they’re even
considering expanding the number of Bitcoin-friendly
stores. Japanese authorities have tightened regulations
on virtual currencies. The move went into force this
month. It came after a Bitcoin exchange went bankrupt
three years ago. Businesses that exchange virtual
currencies for conventional money are now required to
register with authorities.
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One of Japan’s favorite snacks is still in short supply.
The farm ministry warns that potato prices will stay high
next month, worsening sales of chips. Domestic
shipments plunged after a typhoon struck crops in the
main potato growing region of Hokkaido, northern Japan,
last year. Wholesales prices are still 30 percent up
from typical years. Snack food makers have suspended
sales of some potato chip products. Ministry officials
say potatoes from Nagasaki and Kagoshima, both on the
southern island of Kyushu, are helping to fill the gap in
supply. But with Hokkaido still struggling to recover,
wholesales prices are likely to stay 20 percent higher
next month. Officials say the price could stay high
until late July, when new products from Hokkaido
finally become available.
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The organization for Economic Co-operation and
Development has called on Japan to offer support for
non-regular workers in narrowing the wage gap with
regular workers.  The organization revised upward
Japan’s 2017 growth forecast to 1.2 percent from one
percent ins last November’s assessment. The report
predicts the yen will remain cheaper and exports and
corporate investment will increase. But the
organization says the wage gap in Japan has widened as
non-regular workers account for nearly 40 percent of
employment. That has helped to push up the country’s
poverty rate above the average among OECD member
nations. The report indicates Japan should offer more
job training to allow non-regular workers to acquire
skills. It also pointed out that social insurance for those
workers is needed. Japan is one of the biggest
borrowers among member countries.
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An international team of scientists has made a big
discovery—multiple Earth-like planets not far from
us—and it may pave the way to finding one that also
holds life. Scientists working with America’s space
agency delivered their stunning news. “There are
actually seven Earth-size planets orbiting the nearby
TRAPPIST-1, star about 40 light-years away. The
discovery gives us a hint that finding a second Earth is
not just a matter of if, but when.” The researchers are
from various countries and published details of their
discovery Thursday in the science journal Nature.
They say judging by their distance from the dwarf star,
as well as their mass, the planets could have water, not
ice, on their surface. They also say six of them may
have solid ground made from rock and other materials.
Planets similar to Earth have been found in the past.
But the scientists say this is the first time this many were
found revolving around one star and relatively close to
Earth.
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It’s not a common problem around the world, but
Japanese authorities have needed to create a new map of
the country’s remote islands. It lies about 1,000
kilometers south of Tokyo and has been expanding as
volcanic lava flows continue to harden. The volcanic
activity started in late 2013 on Nishinoshima Island in
the Western Pacific.  Officials at the Geospatial
Information Authority conducted surveys last year, and
used the data to redraw the maps of the island for the
first time over two decades. The revised map shows
it’s nine times bigger than before at 2.7 square
kilometers. Its highest point has also risen by six times
the previous height. The volcanic crater is now 143
meters above sea level. The Japan Coast Guard also
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created a new chart to note an increase in territorial
waters. They expanded by about 70 square kilometers,
and the exclusive economic zone by around 50.
(TNHK =2 —ATHEEGE | AR—LN— 2017 7 H
7 BBy L5

BEIE MY JH ) %29 authority 2322 Th ABND,
conduct (X1179, FEhiT 21 EVIHIEKRT, EXZHGEE
LTiEEND,

[~4E 50 | 233 for the first time over ~ 23l &
ALTWDIED, 5 8E £ times 23 LbiD,

above sea level 1Z[#F#k ] . territorial waters 1% 5815 |
exclusive economic zone (%[ HEfth B 7 /K SV HE
W, L OB ET DE A O LR BEEED =2 —
ATHBEIZHICT 2B CTHY | it O FH BE1E 2% 2 fig
THETOF—U—REEZLND,

4. 11 XE-IV3—FA4+ EHE

PATIE 2017 £ 5 H 9 HD, 75XV AREOIC
7o TWDEE RWOET ORI —h T, ZOFA
FLIEH AT ZH—NT=b3 EOTE a—IZiF Tl
VAL EIRO T ZEHARR D=2 — AD— i ThH D,

A group of young women have put on their flowery
skirts and started training to become the next generation
of hula dancers at a resort in northeastern Japan. It’s
part of ongoing efforts to revive the economy of one
town in Fukushima Prefecture, now recovering from the
2011 earthquake and tsunami. Training for the 12 new
recruits began at Spa Resort Hawaiians in the city of
Iwaki. They’ll make their debut in August. The Hula
Girls’ dance show has been a main attraction at the hot
spring resort since the mid-1960s. That’s when local
residents who were faced with a declining coal mining
industry came up with the idea of transforming the
economy to one based on tourism. The 2011 disaster
forced the theme park to temporarily suspend operations.
But determined to keep on dancing, the Hula Girls soon
organized a nationwide tour to promote recovery efforts,
leading to the reopening of the facilities in 2012.
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